[image: image1.jpg]FLY LOW AND SLOW



 

[image: image2.jpg]


“50 Flags to Kitty Hawk” Trip

Suggested points for Governor’s Address

August 14, 2003

Augusta Airport

Augusta, ME

1. Event that changed the course of history – the Wright brothers’ first flight

a. Dec. 17, 1903, Kitty Hawk, NC – first powered flight

b. Centennial year this year

c. Nationwide celebrations, primarily at Dayton, OH (Wright brothers’ residence, and Kitty Hawk, NC)

d. Their story a testament to American ingenuity, perseverance, self-reliance, innovativeness

e. Most of existing information on  principles of flight by German, French, and Italian experts was wrong – Wright brothers revised all of them and were successful

2. The Experimental Aircraft Association (EAA) and the National Park Service (NPS) joined forces to conduct centennial celebrations at Kitty Hawk

a. The EAA is the largest group of flying enthusiast, most of whom build their own planes, who have made major contributions to the science of aeronautics.  Also large lobbying group for general aviation.

b. One event is flying an exact replica of Wrights first flight aircraft, precisely at 10:05 AM on Dec. 17th (100 years from actual first flight to the minute)

c. Many other aircraft on display and flying, showing the evolution of aircraft and of flying over the last one hundred years

d. Another event sponsored by them for the centennial is the “50 Flags to Kitty Hawk” program – see below

3. “50 Flags to Kitty Hawk” program

a. One pilot selected from each state to fly the state’s flag, and a proclamation from the Governor of that state, to Kitty Hawk

b. Pilots have to be there any time before Dec. 10th. About a dozen have already arrived.

c. Each state’s flag will be placed into a permanent display at the Wright Memorial Park in Kitty Hawk.

d. John Gobel entered the Maine Powerchute Association as a contestant from Maine, with the novel idea of flying down with several powered parachutes, with the flag being handed from one pilot to the next after each leg of the flight

e. The EAA/NPS Selection committee selected the MPA, as they thought the idea was original, and that it would bring favorable publicity to the flying community and to ultralight flying

f. Seeing that there are many excellent and worthy pilots in Maine, the MPA considers this selection to be quite an honor, and will do its best to accomplish the mission in a way that can make Mainers proud

4. The Trip

a. Hardest part of the event is planning and coordinating the route, making arrangements along the way, and getting permissions from the various airfields and controlling agencies

b. Received several sponsors for the trip

c. Expect to fly about 20 legs, each averaging 40 miles

d. Expect to average about 80 to 100 miles per day

e. Expect trip to take from 10 to 14 days (one way)

f. Will be driving back.

g. Traveling group consists of 7 pilots, 7 planes, and 3 ground support personnel (driving, record keeping, maintenance, etc)

5. Maine Powerchute Association

a. Formed about 6 years ago as a social organization to enjoy and promote the responsible flying of powered parachutes

b. Powered parachutes (PPCs) are ultralight aircraft, not subject to most of the FAA regulations

c. Have numerous “fly-in” events throughout the year

d. Have about 40 active members who own planes throughout the state

6. Proclamation

a. Document with suggested wording on it attached

b. As part of the ceremony, the Governor would read it at this point (?)

7. Participants, call signs, & their role (brief biographies attached on separate page)

a. Eagle 1 – Jerry Sukeforth – Chief Navigator

b. Eagle 2 – Jim Holloway – Flight Operations Officer

c. Eagle 3 – Doug Sukeforth – Personnel & Scheduling Officer

d. Eagle 4 – Bill Grusik – Chief Instructor Pilot

e. Eagle 5 – Mike O’Donnell – Logistics Officer

f. Eagle 6 – John Gobel – Group Leader

g. Eagle 7 – Dunbar Seamans – Executive Officer
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“Promoting responsible powered parachute flying”
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